
iPhoto has some very good slideshow tools, and it’s simple to create a 
slideshow and then play it back or export it to a variety of devices or 
formats. 

Here’s how to quickly create an iPhoto slideshow.

SELECT SOME IMAGES

Select photos to use in your slideshow. You can select images in the 
Browser or make an Album for your images, in this case I’ve selected 
photos that are in my Library.
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CREATE A NEW ALBUM

The usual method of creating a new slideshow is to hit the "+" button on 
the bottom of the sidebar and tell iPhoto to create a Slideshow, but here 
I’ve selected “New Album From Selection” … from the File Menu 

CREATE A SLIDESHOW

Click on the Slideshow button and give your Slideshow a name. The 
name you select is not only the name of the Slideshow as it appears in 
the Slideshows section of the sidebar, but the title that’s displayed when 
the Slideshow is played and the name of the file when if you export your 
Slideshow.

You’ll want to select the “Use selected items in new slideshow” box in 
this case because we’re creating a Slideshow from the selected images. 
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REARRANGE PHOTOS

The top filmstrip view provides a thumbnail of each of your images. To 
change the order of your Slideshow, simply rearrange these images.

SELECT A THEME

Previous versions of iPhoto used to come with only one Theme, but in 
iPhoto 09 you can select a variety of Themes by clicking the button on 
the lower toolbar.
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CLICK THE THEME TO SELECT

You can change the Theme if you don’t like it, so start with any Theme. 
I’m personally fond of the Ken Burns theme.

PREVIEW YOUR SLIDESHOW

Hit the Preview button to see your Slideshow displayed in the Browser. 
If you’d like to see your Slideshow full-screen, hit the Play button. 
(Press the Escape key to exit the full-screen slideshow.)
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ADD MUSIC

By clicking the Music button next to the Themes button you can select 
music from your iTunes Library to play in the Slideshow. You can also 
select from different sources (GarageBand, or the sample music that 
ships with iPhoto) by selecting them from the Source: menu.
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SELECT A SONG OR MAKE A CUSTOM PLAYLIST

If you select a Playlist as your source, the Slideshow will play all the 
songs in the playlist or play the songs until the photos have finished dis-
playing (depending on the settings you select in the next step). 
If you’d like to make a custom playlist, drag songs from the top box to 
the lower one with Custom Playlist for Slideshow checked.

Note: The technique by which one drags a song from the top box to the 
bottom box is more difficult than simply drag-and-drop. It requires 
clicking exactly in the right place on the track listing and holding for a few 
seconds before dragging. Since this is the case, it’s probably better to 
simply create a Playlist in iTunes first, then use that Playlist in iPhoto.
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SLIDESHOW SETTINGS

The Settings button provides access to controls for your Slideshow. You 
can select a fixed time for your images with the Play each slide for a 
minimum of…box or you can Fit slideshow to music. Keep in mind that if 
you set your timing to music you’ll need to carefully think about how long 
you want each slide viewed and how much music you use. Set just two 
images and a five minute song and you’re going to get one picture every 
2.5 minutes.
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The Show title slide checkbox determines if your slideshow will start with 
a title slide, which is the name of your Slideshow.

Repeat slideshow tells the Slideshow to start again when it’s finished.

The Aspect Ratio drop-box selects the height-to-width display of the 
Slideshow, allowing you to customise it to output on the current screen, 
HDTV screens, "standard" TV or the iPhone.

ADJUST YOUR SLIDE

If you click the This Slide tab you can adjust the colour of your images 
without having to edit the original file. There are only three choices of 
effects, but they are some often-used filters.
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EXPORT

Click the Export button on the Toolbar and select a size to export your 
slideshow. Note that not all sizes can be used on all devices (without 
some cropping or stretching) so select the size that’s right for your 
device.

If you check the Automatically send slideshow to iTunes box the 
exported Slideshow will be added to iTunes as well, which allows you to 
sync it to your iPhone or iPod or play it on your AppleTV.
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SELECT SAVE LOCATION

When you click Export you’ll be prompted for a save location for your 
file. Note that you can’t name this file, as it’s already named whatever 
you selected when you created the Album earlier. By default the Slide-
show is saved in the Users/youruser/Photos/iPhoto Slideshows directory.

SLIDESHOW EXPORTS

The slideshow will export. Depending on the length of the slideshow, this 
could take some time, as the program has to render each frame 
individually.  iPhoto can’t be used during this export process.
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To create a DVD of the iPhoto Slideshow, we are going to use a small 
feature of iDVD that lets you create a DVD from a single movie. 
This DVD will not have any sort of menu structure. 
Rather it will just play when you insert it into a DVD player.

1. Launch iDVD.

2.    Go to File > Choose  “OneStep DVD from movie” 
       from the menu  bar.

3.    Navigate to the iPhoto Slideshows folder inside your Pictures folder   
(iPhoto '09) or your Movies folder (iPhoto '08) and select the file that 
has the same name as your iPhoto slideshow.

       Click “Import”        
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4.   Insert a DVD-R Disc into the Drive. 
       iDVD will do the encoding, multiplexing, and write your slide show to      
the DVD.

5.   When the process is complete, iDVD ejects your DVD.
 Insert the DVD into a regular DVD player connected to a TV and enjoy.

This is just a quick and easy way to create a Simple Slideshow and a 
OneStep DVD of the Slideshow to show on a TV. 
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NOTE:

You can create very Professional looking DVDs in iDVD.
iDVD has some great Themes and Menus to create a very Professional 
DVD of your Movies and Slideshows.

http://www.apple.com/ilife/idvd/

All images and copyrights are owned by their respective owners 
unless otherwise mentioned, and shall not be used for any purpose 
other than private, non-commercial viewing purposes.
Reproduction, duplication, distribution & other unauthorised copy-
ing or use of the material contained herein is prohibited.
Under the fair use provisions of International Copyright Law.

Ronni 
February 2010
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